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						 MIKE JEFFERIES was born in Kent but spent
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 his early years in Australia. He attended the
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Goldsmiths School of Arts and then taught art in
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 schools and in prisons. A keen rider, he was
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 selected in 1980 to ride for Britain in the Belgian
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Three Day Event. He now lives in Norfolk where
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 he works, among other things, as an illustrator,
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 with his wife and family.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 The Road to Underfall is the first volume of the
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 trilogy Loremasters of Elundium, of which the
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 second and third books are Palace of Kings and
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Shadowlight. His next book, Shadows in the
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Watchgate, is to be published in Fontana in
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 autumn 1991.
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						 To Grandfather - who laughed at the
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 shadows and put fear aside. 'Child,' he once
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 said, 'Kings have no simple tasks, for all our
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 threads hang from their fingertips and as
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 the Master Puppeteer they move us all to
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 chase our fate.'
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						 'I will teach you,' whispered a voice in the darkness. 'I will tell you
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 what it is forbidden to know; of how the Granite Kings arose out
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 of the great darkness.'
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 'Lord, there is a curse on stories about time before the
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 darkness came,' answered a shy nervous voice. 'It is forbidden to
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 meddle in magic.'
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Laughter crackled, almost seeming to split the blackness in
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						 'Listen, child, and I shall tell you of a time before night was ever
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 thought of and how it came to a world of perpetual light, in a time
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 when the sun endlessly circled Elundium.'
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 The voice paused, and in its place a tiny speck of light began to
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						 'It was the age of the Mason Kings, the architects of all that is
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						 beautiful across the length and breadth of Elundium. City after
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 city, each one more intricate and delicate; each one mirroring the
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 beauty of a perfect world, rose up, glittering in the soft changeless
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 light, until . . .'
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 'Until?' pressed the younger voice, eager to hear the story, yet
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 terrified that the Nightbeasts might be listening in the darkness.
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						 by strange dreams to fear the sunlight, and all he built shadowed
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						 he used only dark stone, rough hewn and quarry raw, while within
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						 courtyards and secrets, and in its midst, rising in brittle points,
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 stood the Towers of Granite.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 'He sought tirelessly for the purest black marble, and his quest
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 led him deeper and deeper into the marble valleys until,
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 amongst the blackest shadows, he found a pure seam of the
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 richest marble ever known. It was etched in veins of silver.'
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 The point of light had grown stronger as the story unfolded
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 and it reflected fine feathery veins around it. ~
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