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						Box-Jointed Silverware Tray
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						how long you've been at it, there always seems to be some-
					
				

				
					
						thing new to learn. The silverware tray in this issue is a perfect
					
				

				
					
						example. At first glance, it looks like a simple enough project - a
					
				

				
					
						handled tray with angled sides. But take a closer look and you'll
					
				

				
					
						notice that the comers of the tray are joined with box joints.
					
				

				
					
						Now, we've made a number of projects with box joints in the
					
				

				
					
						past, but figuring out how to make 
					
					
						angled 
					
					
						box joints - that was
					
				

				
					
						something new. Because the sides of the tray splay outwards, it
					
				

				
					
						took quite a bit of head-scratching to come up with a method for
					
				

				
					
						cutting the box joints. After a lot of experimenting, we finally came
					
				

				
					
						up with a technique that works great and isn't difficult to master.
					
				

				
					
						And when you take a look at the end result, I 
					
					
						think 
					
					
						you'll agree that
					
				

				
					
						it was definitely worth all the effort.
					
				

				
					
						But as nice as the completed tray looks, I have to say that the real
					
				

				
					
						satisfaction for me came from the challenge of figuring out how
					
				

				
					
						to do something that I'd never tried before. It's this kind of new
					
				

				
					
						woodworking experience that keeps me looking forward to the
					
				

				
					
						time I spend in the shop.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						The design is classic, but the woodworking
					
				

				
					
						is definitely up-to-date. You'll learn how to cut
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						Whenever I needed to the clamp isn't flat on
					
				

				
					
						cut a groove or a dado top, I had to run the
					
				

				
					
						in the middle of a large router with the base on
					
				

				
					
						workpiece, I would usu- the workpiece.
					
				

				
					
						ally turn to my router
					
				

			

			
				
					
						This required figur-
					
				

			

			
				
					
						and the thickness of the
					
				

				
					
						router bit. And it also
					
				

				
					
						meant a lot of extra mea-
					
				

				
					
						suring to position the
					
				

				
					
						clamp for each cut.
					
				

				
					
						So I modified a simple
					
				

				
					
						self-clamping straight-
					
				

				
					
						edge that let's me do
					
				

				
					
						away with all that figur-
					
				

				
					
						ing. 
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						can just clamp the
					
				

				
					
						guide to the workpiece
					
				

				
					
						and place the router on
					
				

			

			
				
					
						top of the guide. A pat-
					
				

				
					
						tern bit with the bearing
					
				

				
					
						against the edge of the
					
				

				
					
						guide is the key.
					
				

				
					
						Here's how it works. I
					
				

				
					
						cut a piece of 
					
					
						MDF 
					
					
						about
					
				

				
					
						three times the width of
					
				

				
					
						the straight-edge clamp.
					
				

				
					
						Then 
					
					
						I 
					
					
						cut a groove in
					
				

				
					
						the 
					
					
						MDF 
					
					
						wide enough to
					
				

				
					
						hold the clamp (drawing
					
				

				
					
						below). Some double-
					
				

				
					
						sided tape holds it in
					
				

				
					
						place (inset photo).
					
				

				
					
						Now all I have to do
					
				

				
					
						is position the clamp on
					
				

				
					
						the line. The 
					
					
						MDF 
					
					
						cre-
					
				

				
					
						ates a flat surface for my
					
				

				
					
						router base to ride on
					
				

				
					
						while I rout the dado or
					
				

				
					
						groove (main photo).
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						To keep the hose
					
				

				
					
						from my shop vac-
					
				

				
					
						uum out of the way,
					
				

				
					
						I have it suspended
					
				

				
					
						from hooks over my
					
				

				
					
						bench. But some-
					
				

				
					
						times the ribbed
					
				

				
					
						hose catches on the
					
				

				
					
						hook - a frustrating
					
				

				
					
						situation. So I added a few, inexpen-
					
				

				
					
						sive nylon spacers to keep the hose
					
				

				
					
						from snagging on the hook.
					
				

				
					
						As you can see in the drawing, the
					
				

				
					
						nuts keep the rollers on the rod and
					
				

				
					
						the eye bolt lets me hang it from a
					
				

				
					
						convenient hook overhead.
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