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						‘Twas the Knight Before Christmas 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Chapter One 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						“P.A. Norville, please report to Saint Peter’s office immediately.” 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						At the sound of Angel Noelle’s smooth voice over the intercom, Probationary Angel 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Norville sat up with a crash. The front legs of his wooden chair struck the polished floor 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						only moments before the oversized bowl of hot buttered popcorn. The container 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						cracked in half and greasy kernels spilled across the floor. 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						“Oh, bother! Mother Teresa gave me that bowl.” With a chubby hand he brushed at 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						his belly only to discover oily yellow stains on his white robes. “Double bother.” His 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						shoulders slumped. 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Saint Peter wasn’t going to be happy with him. 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Popcorn crunched under his Air Jesus sandals when he approached a full-length 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						mirror. Staring into his all-too-familiar face, he grabbed a voluminous sleeve to scrub at 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						his mouth in an effort to remove the buttery residue of his snack. Stepping back, his 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						gaze caught on the slightly tarnished, crooked halo that hung suspended several inches 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						over his head. 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						No, Saint Peter definitely wasn’t going to be happy with him. 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Upon entering heaven, probationary angels had two tasks, the first being to earn 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						their halo and the second, their wings. For the first task —all it took to earn the gold 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						circlet was to answer one prayer from the billions received each day. His prayer had 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						been to find a missing cat for a young girl in Kansas. When Sarabeth had awoken to 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						find her missing feline curled up next to her, she’d been ecstatic and he’d been granted 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						his halo. 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						No, earning the halo wasn’t difficult, it was keeping the dratted thing straight that 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						caused him difficulties. 
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