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						This essay, the subject of which has so little to do with war and its turmoils, 
					
				

				
					
						was written nevertheless during the last stages of World War 
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						originally begun as the author's contribution to a collection of studies in folklore 
					
				

				
					
						which was to be published in 1944 to commemorate the 70th birthday of Mr. 
					
				

				
					
						Yanagita Kunio, the foremost scholar and pioneer in the field of folklore in 
					
				

				
					
						Japan, but as work on the essay progressed, it became apparent that the nature 
					
				

				
					
						of the questions discussed in it made it too long for inclusion in the collection 
					
				

				
					
						of studies if the questions were to be treated at all adequately. 
					
				

				
					
						The author left for North China in 1944, and in the comparatively peaceful 
					
				

				
					
						atmosphere of Peking and Chang-chia-k'ou (Kalgan) where air-raids were 
					
				

				
					
						unknown, he was able to continue work on the essay more or less undisturbed. 
					
				

				
					
						About that time, an agreement was reached between the author and Dr. 
					
				

				
					
						M. 
					
					
						Eder, the editor of Folklore Studies, published by the Catholic University 
					
				

				
					
						of Peking, for an English translation of the essay to appear in that journal. 
					
				

				
					
						The war ended, and after being repatriated with the greater number of 
					
				

				
					
						Japanese residents in China, the author was able somehow to give the essay 
					
				

				
					
						its present form during the difficult days which followed in Japan after the 
					
				

				
					
						war. The Japanese text was published by Chikuma Shobb Ltd. in 1948 
					
				

				
					
						under the title, Kappa Komahiki 
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						("Kappa luring horses into the 
					
				

				
					
						water 
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						In 1949, Dr. Eder left Peking and came over to Japan. It 
					
				

				
					
						was then decided that he should continue to edit and publish Folklore 
					
				

				
					
						Studies in Tokyo, and arrangements were once more made for an English 
					
				

				
					
						translation of this essay to appear in its pages. The author abbreviated, or 
					
				

				
					
						suppressed altogether, passages in the original Japanese text which were 
					
				

				
					
						thought to have little importance to foreign readers, in addition to making 
					
				

				
					
						some necessary corrections, and entrusted the work of translation to Mr. 
					
				

				
					
						Yoshida Kenichi. Mr. Yoshida not being a specialist in the subject, frequent 
					
				

				
					
						meetings were held between the two to determine the manner of translating 
					
				

				
					
						technical terms and phrases, for which part of the work the responsibility 
					
				

				
					
						must rest with the author. 
					
				

				
					
						The essay having been written during the troubled days preceding and 
					
				

				
					
						following the end of the war, much of the material employed in it could only 
					
				

				
					
						be obtained from indirect sources, with the exception of that pertaining to 
					
				

				
					
						Eastern -Asia. Should the author be able at some later date to make use of 
					
				

				
					
						some of the great European and American libraries, he hopes to add a con- 
					
				

				
					
						siderable amount of relevant material to that already given here. 
					
				

				
					
						A summary of the aim and content of the present essay is given in the 
					
				

				
					
						concluding chapter. The questions discussed and the method of study em- 
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